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INTRODUCTION

The object of the study is the policy of Russia towards Ukrainians as an ethnic and 
political community. 

The subject of the study is genocidal rhetoric, that is, public justification of the 
genocide of Ukrainians and its substantiation.

The purpose of the study is to identify official genocidal rhetoric, that is, in Russian 
legislation, statements, and publications of Russian high-ranking officials and gov-
ernment agencies. 

Among the objectives of the study are the following:

  analysis of the legislation of Russia;

  analysis of public statements of Vladimir Putin, texts published under his name, 
statements of other Russian high-ranking officials;

  analysis of Russian history textbooks approved by the Ministry of Education and 
Science of the Russian Federation, the Ministry of Education of the Russian Feder-
ation, the tone of references to Ukraine and Ukrainians in them;

  analysis of texts in official publications of the authorities of Russia and other 
state publications.

The main focus is on the content 
created on the eve of and during 
the full-scale invasion of Ukraine by 
Russia, that is, before and after Feb-
ruary 24, 2022. 

The content created in the previous 
eight years, February 2014 – early 
2022, is also analysed, that is, since 
the beginning of the armed aggres-
sion of Russia against Ukraine, the 
occupation of the Autonomous Re-
public of Crimea, the city of Sevas-
topol, parts of Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts.

The study of this array aims to find out whether the justification and substantia-
tion of the genocide of Ukrainians is part of the Russian national policy.
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The United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide defines genocide as acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in 
part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group as such. Such acts include:

  killing members of the group;

  causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

  deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its 
physical destruction in whole or in part;

  imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

  forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Considering this, public calls for the commission of genocide, its justification, sub-
stantiation of its necessity, incitement to actions that are components of geno-
cide, dehumanisation of victims, and glorification of the perpetrators of genocide, 
etc. can be considered genocidal rhetoric. 

https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml
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Félicien Kabuga, the 
founder of Radio of the 
Thousand Hills in Rwan-
da, is accused of using the 
rhetoric of incitement to 
commit genocide with-
in the framework of the 
International Residual 
Mechanism for UN Crimi-
nal Tribunals. 

The indictment in the Ka-
buga case lists the signs of 
this rhetoric, in particular:

  direct incitement to killings and other actions that are components of genocide;

  the use of euphemisms to mitigate the perception of crimes and their conceal-
ment;

  the use of twisted phrasing to dehumanise a group undergoing genocide;

  sacralisation of crimes, speculation with religious concepts to justify the crime 
of genocide;

  approval or neutral coverage of the committed acts containing signs of the crime 
of genocide.

  ignoring calls for genocide in the statements of officials.

In the analysis of Russian prop-
aganda, statements of officials, 
and regulatory acts of the Rus-
sian Federation, the Centre for 
Strategic Communication and 
Information Security relies on 
the above definitions of geno-
cide and signs of genocidal rhet-
oric.

Genocide rhetoric is contained 
in Russian propaganda, in pub-
lic statements by Russian offi-
cials and other representatives 
of the ruling regime. This allows 

discussing not individual incidents of ordinary officials, but the consistent policy 
of the Russian state towards Ukraine. Analysis of Russian laws and other regula-
tory documents to identify genocidal rhetoric or creation of conditions to commit 
the crime of genocide and its components will confirm or refute this hypothesis.

https://www.irmct.org/en/cases/mict-13-38
https://www.justiceinfo.net/wp-content/uploads/MICT_Felicien-Kabuga_Second-Amended-Indictment.pdf
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1.1. Ban on Ukrainian organisations and imposition of responsibility for involve-
ment in them 

Russian legislation provides for responsibility for involvement in foreign and inter-
national non-governmental organisations whose activities in the territory of Russia 
are recognised as undesirable. 

Art. 20.33 of the Code of Administrative Offences of the Russian Federation pro-
vides for monetary penalties for participation in undesirable organisations.  

Art. 284.1 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation provides for monetary 
penalties, forced labour, or imprisonment for organising the activities of undesir-
able organisations. 

The list of these organisations is published 
on the official website of the Ministry of 
Justice of the Russian Federation. It in-
cludes, in particular, the Ukrainian World 
Congress, an international organisation 
whose goal is to coordinate associations 
of Ukrainians in the diaspora.  In Russia, 
the Ukrainian World Congress cooperated 
with the Association of Ukrainians of Rus-
sia. This organisation was liquidated by the 
decision of the Supreme Court of the Rus-
sian Federation on May 18, 2012, as were 

the federal national and cultural autonomy Ukrainians of Russia and other Ukrain-
ian civil society organisations that operated in Russia from the early to mid-1990s.

By eliminating organisations that were supposed to support the cultural life of the 
Ukrainian minority in Russia and its identity, the Russian authorities introduced 
responsibility for involvement in the organisation coordinating the activities of 
Ukrainian diaspora in the world. 
This is evidence that the Russian 
authorities deny their own citizens 
of Ukrainian origin the right to na-
tional identity and persecute them 
for its manifestations.

After the occupation of the Auton-
omous Republic of Crimea and the 
city of Sevastopol, the Ukrainian 
civil society organisation Crimean 
Human Rights Group was included 
in the list of undesirable ones. 

1. REGULATORY ACTS

https://docs.cntd.ru/document/901807667
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030095619/http:/www.kremlin.ru/acts/bank/9555
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1.2. Acts on annexation of Ukrainian territories 

The illegal annexation of Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, Luhansk, and Donetsk oblasts, the 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol is not only an act of 
aggression against Ukraine, an encroachment on its sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity. The wording used by the Russian authorities in their own regulatory acts, 
by which they ‘formalised’ the illegal annexation, testifies to the non-recognition of 
the entity of the Ukrainian people and the denial of its existence in general at the 
national level. 

Decrees of the President of the Russian Federation No.685 and No.686 dated Sep-
tember 29, 2022, recognise ‘the will of the people of Zaporizhzhia Oblast’ and ‘the 
will of the people of Kherson Oblast,’ respectively. Decrees No.71 and No.72 con-
cern ‘the will of the people of the Donetsk People’s Republic’ and ‘the will of the peo-
ple of the Luhansk People’s Republic.’ Similar wording appears in the federal laws on 
the inclusion of Zaporizhzhia and Kherson oblasts, the so-called ‘LPR’ and ‘DPR’ in 
the Russian Federation. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030095834/http:/kremlin.ru/acts/bank/48341
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030100521/http:/publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202209300002
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030100631/http:/publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202202220002
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030100734/http:/publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202202220001
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1.3. Passportisation of citizens of Ukraine 

On April 29, 2019, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree on a simplified 
procedure for granting Russian citizenship to Ukrainian citizens living in separate 
raions of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. Less than three months later, on July 17, 
Putin signed a new decree, according to which the mention of ‘separate raions’ was 
removed from the previous decree, and the right to use the simplified procedure 
was granted to all residents of the two mentioned oblasts. Both decrees were re-
garded by Ukraine, EU and NATO countries as another encroachment on Ukraine’s 
state sovereignty and a violation of the Minsk agreements.

On May 1, 2019, Putin signed a decree simplifying the granting of Russian citizen-
ship to another category of Ukrainian citizens — persons who lived in Crimea before 
March 2014, that is, before the occupation of the peninsula.

The issuance of these decrees can be considered in the context of the information 
warfare after the presidential elections in Ukraine in 2019, attempts by the Krem-
lin to solve its own demographic problems and create grounds for a full-scale es-
calation. In accordance with Article 10, clause 2.1 of the federal Law ‘On Defence,’ 
the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation can be used ‘to protect citizens of the 
Russian Federation outside the Russian Federation from an armed attack on them.’ 

 After the full-scale invasion, occupation of new territories, and the announcement 
of the annexation of four oblasts of Ukraine, the Russian authorities adopted acts 
aimed at implementing an even tougher policy on passportisation of the popula-
tion. 

On March 18, 2023, Putin signed a federal law adopted by the State Duma of the 
Russian Federation on March 14 to simplify the procedure for renouncing Ukrain-
ian citizenship of persons who received a Russian passport. By this law, the bod-
ies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation were granted the 
right to terminate Ukrainian citi-
zenship and revoke the passports 
of a citisen of Ukraine, which is a 
gross violation of its sovereignty. 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Ukraine stated that the mentioned 
law not only ignored the norms of 
Ukrainian legislation, but also vio-
lated international law. On May 25, 
a decree was signed on a simplified 
procedure for granting Russian 
citizenship to residents of Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia oblasts.

According to the Decree of the President of the Russian Federation ‘On the Features 
of the Legal Status of Certain Categories of Foreign Citizens and Stateless Persons 
in the Russian Federation,’ citizens of Ukraine in the newly occupied territories were 
obliged to obtain Russian citizenship by September 30, 2023. Those who wished to 
retain the citizenship of Ukraine had to notify the occupation administration within 

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030100834/http:/publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001201907170036
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030101219/http:/www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/page/195
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030101404/http:/www.kremlin.ru/acts/bank/9446/page/2
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030101543/http:/publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202303180001
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030101635/http:/static.kremlin.ru/media/events/files/ru/ATH3qrAdi1MvoCAuCEO12ijX1s7jpDxN.pdf
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the specified period, and from July 1, 2024, they would obtain the status of foreign-
ers or stateless persons ‘staying on the territory of the Russian Federation.’ Simi-
lar obligations were imposed on citizens of Ukraine in the Autonomous Republic of 
Crimea and the city of Sevastopol after the occupation of the peninsula. The new 
decree of Putin provides not only for the restriction of the rights of persons who 
do not want to renounce Ukrainian citizenship and swear allegiance to the Russian 

Federation, but also for repressive 
methods against them, in particular, 
deportation. The document refers 
to the right of the Russian authori-
ties to ‘expel from the Russian Fed-
eration’ (that is, from the territory 
controlled by Russian troops) for-
eign citizens suspected of ‘creating a 
threat to national security, planning 
crimes of an extremist or terrorist 
nature.’ The decree does not specify 
where exactly they are planned to be 
deported.

Declaring local residents ‘foreigners’ 
at home and restricting their rights 

associated with this status is open discrimination. Enshrining in Russian legislation 
the conditions for the deportation of the disloyal population, which includes the 
risks of family separation and deprivation of access to property, can be considered 
as the deliberate creation of living conditions aimed at the partial or complete de-
struction of the group, that is, as a component of genocide.

The analysis of these steps 
of Russia in conjunction 
with the rhetoric of officials, 
propaganda about ‘one peo-
ple,’ and discrimination in 
the temporarily occupied 
territories of Ukrainian cit-
izens who evaded passpor-
tisation, suggests that sys-
tematic pressure has been 
and is being exerted on the 
population of the occupied 
territories. Its purpose is to 
force the population to ob-
tain Russian passports and 
transition to a Russian iden-
tity. The Declaration UNESCO and the Struggle against Ethnocide, signed in San 
José on December 11, 1981, defines denying the right of ethnic groups to the re-
spect for their cultural identity as a component of ethnocide.
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1.4. Legalisation of deportations 

During the full-scale invasion, Russia repeatedly resorted to forced displacement of 
the population: the facts of the removal of Ukrainian citizens, in particular children, 
from the temporarily occupied territories to Russia and Crimea were recorded. 
Having announced the annexation of four Ukrainian oblasts, the Russian authori-
ties launched a process of normalisation of deportations. Pavel Krasheninnikov and 
Andrey Klishas, the heads of the legislative committees of the two chambers of 
the Russian parliament, initiated amendments to the federal law on martial law. On 
May 18, 2023, the State Duma adopted these changes in the third reading. The law 
allows additional restriction of human rights in the territories where martial law is 
declared. In particular, it is about extending to 30 days the terms of administrative 
arrest for violation of the restrictions established by the presidential decree on 
martial law, and about ‘forced and controlled forced displacement of citizens to 
territories where martial law has not been introduced.’ 

That is, Russian lawmakers are creating a legal framework for practice, which is 
already systematically applied and considered as a war crime. The OSCE Expert 
Mission in the Report ‘Report on Violations and Abuses of International Humanitar-
ian and Human Rights Law, War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity, related to 
the Forcible Transfer and/or Deportation of Ukrainian Children to the Russian Fed-
eration,’ published on May 4, 2023, stated numerous facts of forced displacement 
of Ukrainian children to the territory of Russia and the occupied Crimea. Children 
there are exposed to ‘pro-Russian information campaigns, often amounting to tar-
geted re-education.’ In addition, Russia creates obstacles for families seeking to 
return their children. This is a violation of international humanitarian law, in par-
ticular the Fourth Geneva Convention, and can be interpreted as a war crime.

By decree of May 30, 2023, Putin introduced a simplified procedure for granting 
Russian citizenship to Ukrainian orphans, incapacitated persons, and children left 
without parental care on the initiative of guardians from among Russian citizens, 
owners of so-called ‘passports’ of the ‘LPR/DPR,’ and organisations caring for or-
phans.

It was for the illegal deportation of Ukrainian children from Ukraine that the Inter-
national Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Putin and Russian children’s 
ombudsman Maria Lvova-Belova. 

The cases identified by the OSCE mission and 
the ICC warrant refer to such a component of 
genocide as the forced displacement of chil-
dren from one group to another. The Krem-
lin’s actions are aimed at assimilating Ukrainian 
children, severing their ties with the Ukrainian 
community (including the separation of fami-
lies), including into the Russian community, and 
instilling a Russian identity under the guise of 

‘re-education.’

In the case of deportation of the adult population, we can elaborate on the creation 
of conditions aimed at the partial or complete destruction of the group and chang-

https://sozd.duma.gov.ru/bill/168783-8
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/7/7/542751.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030101839/https:/t.me/rian_ru/165351
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es in the ethnic composition of the population of the occupied territory.

1.5. Reducing the status of the Ukrainian language and ousting it from use 

The actions of Russia are aimed at ousting the Ukrainian language from all spheres 
of public life. This is evidenced by the practice that has developed in the tempo-
rarily occupied territories. In 2014, during the proclamation of the so-called ‘DPR’ 
and ‘LPR,’ Russian and Ukrainian were proclaimed the state languages in the pseu-
do-republics. On May 10, 2020, the mention of the Ukrainian language was removed 
from Art. 10 of the so-called ‘Constitution’ of the ‘DPR,’ the official status was left 
only for Russian. On June 3, similar amendments were introduced to the ‘Constitu-
tion’ of the ‘LPR.’ According to an interim decision of the European Court of Human 
Rights, Russia has exercised effective control over parts of Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts not controlled by the Ukrainian government since May 14, 2014. Therefore, 
the above-mentioned changes can be considered as part of the policy of Russia to 
deprive Ukrainians of the right to use their native language, receive education, ad-
ministrative services, realise cultural needs, etc.

After the annexation of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, the Russian occupiers 
granted the status of the state language on the peninsula to three languages: Rus-
sian, Ukrainian, and Crimean Tatar. This was enshrined in the ‘Treaty between the 
Republic of Crimea and the Russian Federation’ of March 18, 2014, and the so-called 
‘Constitution of the Republic of Crimea.’ The so-called ‘Republic of Crimea’ is the 
only ‘subject’ of the Russian Federation where the Ukrainian language has official 

status. However, this norm is purely 
declarative. All record keeping, legal 
proceedings on the occupied penin-
sula are carried out exclusively in the 
Russian language, and the volume of 
use of Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar in 
the field of education decreases every 
year and is currently minimised, there 
is a tendency towards the complete 
ousting of the Ukrainian language 
from the educational process.

The proclamation of the annexation of 
four Ukrainian oblasts means that the 

federal legislation of the Russian Federation, including the only state language — 
Russian and educational standards of Russia, has been introduced in this territory, 
although the absolute majority of the population of these regions are Ukrainians.

On August 1, 2022, the Ministry of Education of Russia approved approximate cur-
ricula for the Ukrainian language and literary reading in Ukrainian for secondary 
school students. The Ministry proposed to allocate 88 hours for the study of the 
Ukrainian language in the first grade and 68 hours (two lessons per week) in grades 
2-11. Only 11 hours are suggested for reading in the first grade and 34 hours (one 
lesson per week) in grades 2-11. 

https://dnrsovet.su/zakonodatelnaya-deyatelnost/prinyatye/zakony/zakon-donetskoj-narodnoj-respubliki-o-vnesenii-izmeneniya-v-statyu-10-konstitutsii-donetskoj-narodnoj-respubliki/
https://nslnr.su/zakonodatelstvo/normativno-pravovaya-baza/11628/
https://t.co/4Mq7TzwSxA
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030102340/https:/rg.ru/documents/2014/03/18/krim-site-dok.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030102340/https:/rg.ru/documents/2014/03/18/krim-site-dok.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030102544/http:/crimea.gov.ru/content/uploads/files/base/Konstitutsiya.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030102627/https:/cyberleninka.ru/article/n/rodnoy-yazyk-v-sfere-srednego-obrazovaniya-kryma-kak-otrazhenie-yazykovoy-kartiny-poluostrova/viewer
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In April 2023, the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation reported that 
a textbook on the Ukrainian language for primary classes was developed. There 
were no reports of work on literary reading guides. According to Oleksandr Bu-
gaev, the deputy head of the department, each region will individually determine 
which format will be applied to teach the Ukrainian language (as a compulsory or as 
an optional subject) and whether it will be taught at all. Given the fact that the of-
ficial status of the Ukrainian language in the ‘LPR’ and ‘DPR’ was formally abolished 
back in 2020, the practice that took place in Crimea and the occupied territories 
of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts in 2014-2022, as well as the destruction of Ukrain-
ian textbooks in the temporarily occupied territories, the intentions of Russia re-
garding the invaded territories are obvious: the total Russification and ousting of 
the Ukrainian language from the educational process. The presence of educational 
programs or even textbooks shall only create the illusion of respect for the rights 
of national minorities in Russia. This policy is part of a set of measures aimed at 
changing the identity of the population of the temporarily occupied territories to 
Russian and can be considered as an ethnocide and a component of genocide.

CONCLUSIONS

Russian legislation does not 
directly provide examples 
of rhetoric that can be 
regarded as genocidal towards 
Ukrainians. However, the 
analysed regulatory acts 
contain discriminatory norms 

against Ukrainians and create a basis for the implementation of 
the policy of genocide and ethnocide. Legislative norms of the 
Russian legal field legalise the deportation of Ukrainians from 
their place of permanent residence, the removal of children from 
the Ukrainian community, and their transfer to a Russian one.

Russian legislation discriminates against citizens of Ukraine and 
ethnic Ukrainians, violates the right to receive education in their 
native language, and creates grounds for violation of other rights. 
Discrimination is a tool for changing the identity of Ukrainians and 
forcing persons loyal to Ukraine out of the temporarily occupied 
territory.
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2.1. Promoting the concept of ‘one people’ 

Statements about the ‘fraternal’ Russian, Ukrainian, and Belarusian peoples or 
about them as part of the ‘united people’ were present in the rhetoric of the Rus-
sian authorities both before and after the beginning of the armed aggression of 
Russia against Ukraine. This narrative is a slightly modified concept of the ‘triune 
Russian people’ (the Great Russians, Little Russians, and Belarusians), which was 
part of the ideology of the Russian Empire in the 19th and 20th centuries. The rhet-
oric of the Soviet era was layered upon it, when the official recognition of the sep-
arateness of the Russian, Ukrainian, and Belarusian peoples was combined with the 
unofficial interpretation of them as the ‘Slavic core’ of the USSR. In the Soviet ver-
sion of history, these three peoples emerged from the cradle of Kievan Rus and, at 
least in the past, were a single ethnic community. In the future, all the nationalities 
of the USSR were to form a ‘new historical community’ — the Soviet people.

The main political actor who sets trends in the historical rhetoric of Russia is Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin. In a message to the Federal Assembly on April 25, 2005, he 
called the collapse of the USSR ‘the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the centu-
ry.’ Despite the absence of direct references to Ukraine and Ukrainians, this speech 
laid the foundation for the Kremlin regime’s claims to neighbouring states, ques-
tioned the sovereignty of the former republics of the USSR, their right to their 
own statehood and national identity. After all, later in Putin’s rhetoric, the Russian 
Empire, the Soviet Union, and the Russian Federation began to appear as identical 
concepts, and he began to call the former Kremlin-controlled territories ‘historical 
Russia.’

In an interview with the state news agency TASS in 2020, Putin tried to publicly 
devalue the name of the state of Ukraine and the name of the Ukrainian people, 

stating they derived from the Russian 
word ‘окраина’ (outskirts). According 
to the President of Russia, ‘Ukrainians 
were the people who lived on the bor-
ders of the Russian state. Ukrainians 
lived in Pskov, Ukrainians were called 
those defending on the South from 
the raids of the Crimean Khan.’  

Putin returned to the statement of 
‘one people’ in his article On the His-
torical Unity of Russians and Ukrain-
ians, published on the Kremlin’s of-

ficial website on July 12, 2021. The first paragraph contains the presumptuous 
statement that ‘I said that Russians and Ukrainians were one people, a single whole.’ 
Further in the text, Putin confirms that part of his world-view is the imperial con-

2. RHETORIC OF GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS AND STATE MEDIA

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030102809/http:/kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/22931
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103050/http:/kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103050/http:/kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103050/http:/kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181


GENOCIDAL RHETORIC 
OF THE RUSSIAN REGIME
 

14

cept of the triune Russian peo-
ple — ‘the greater Russian nation, 
which united the Velikorussians 
(“Great Russians”), the Malorus-
sians (“Little Russians”) and the 
Belorussians.’ He is confident that 
‘there was no historical basis – and 
could not have been any’ for ‘the 
idea of Ukrainian people as a na-
tion separate from the Russians.’ 

Thus, Putin directly denies the na-
tional identity of Ukrainians and 
their right to consider themselves 
a separate people from Russians. 
The President of Russia associ-
ates the actual manifestations of 
Ukrainian identity with the ‘spec-
ulations’ of the Polish and Austri-
an elites, as well as with the ‘mis-
takes’ of the national policy of the 
Soviet authorities. 
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2.2. Claims about the ‘artificiality’ of Ukrainian identity and the Ukrainian lan-
guage.

In order to justify the claim about ‘one people,’ Putin and other officials resort to 
pseudo-scientific reflections on ethnogenesis, identity, and language.

Based on what the Russian president said, Ukrainians were ‘invented by the Austri-
an General Staff.’ In the TASS interview in 2020, Putin claimed that ‘the Ukrainian 
factor was originally played by the Austrian special services ahead of World War I,’ 
that is, in the early 20th century. The Russian president ‘recognised’ that ‘a sense of 
national identity emerged for a large part of the Ukrainian population,’ even point-
ing out condescendingly that it ‘should be treated with respect.’ 

Ignoring historical facts, Putin similarly promotes unscientific claims about the 
absence of linguistic differences between the inhabitants of modern Ukraine and 
Russia up to and including the 16th century. Putin is a supporter of the outdated 
Stalin-time theory about the single ‘old Rus language,’ which he knowingly or un-
knowingly confuses with the written Church Slavic language. He claims that lan-
guage differences allegedly appeared only as a result of the Polonisation of Ukrain-
ians in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.

Putin’s article ‘On the Historical Unity of Russians and Ukrainians’ contains the 
same statements and demonstrates that the author doesn’t understand the dif-
ference between Russian, the Old Rus language, and Church Slavic, or gets these 
notions confused on purpose. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030102928/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/page/151
https://shron1.chtyvo.org.ua/Yusova_Nataliia/U_svitli_stalinskykh_tvoriv_z_pytan_movoznavstva_aktualizatsiia_etnohenetychnykh_protsesiv_u_SRSR_na.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103050/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
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2.3. Statements about ‘Ukrainian neo-Nazism’ as a component of the dehumanisa-
tion of Ukrainians. 

In the vocabulary of the Russian propaganda, ‘nationalists,’ ‘radical nationalists,’ 
‘Banderovites,’ ‘(neo-)fascists,’ ‘(neo-)Nazis’ are used to refer to Ukrainians inter-
changeably. All of them are used to denote representatives of the Ukrainian polit-
ical nation, supporters of 
Ukraine’s independence. 
Mixing concepts, brand-
ing Ukrainians as bear-
ers of criminal ideology 
is part of their dehuman-
isation in the Russian po-
litical discourse. During 
the meeting of the Secu-
rity Council of the Rus-
sian Federation on March 
3, 2022, Putin explained 
the resistance of Ukrain-
ians to the Russian inva-
sion by the fact that many of them were «deceived by Nazi nationalist propaganda, 
and some deliberately followed the path of the “Banderovites” — henchmen of the 
Nazis who fought on Hitler’s side during the Great Patriotic War.

The idea of the ‘Ukrainian Nazism’ was actively promoted by Putin in the video ad-
dresses on February 21 (about recognition of the ‘LPR’ and ‘DPR’) and on February 
24, 2022 (on the announcement of the ‘special military operation’) to justify the 
full-scale invasion and the violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity. In the article ‘On the Historical Unity of Russians and Ukrainians,’ supporters 
of Ukraine’s independence, its European and Euro-Atlantic course are labelled as 
‘Nazis,’ ‘neo-Nazis,’ and ‘followers of the Banderovites.’ This is done to dehumanise 
Ukrainian citizens who do not support the pro-Russian development vector and the 
Russian occupation. The goal of dehumanisation, in turn, is justifying the physical 
extermination of Ukrainians based on their lack of loyalty for Russia, which Putin 
views as ‘Nazism.’  The idea of ‘Ukrainian Nazism’ was also promoted by the deputy 
head of Russia’s Security Council, Dmitry Medvedev, in his article ‘Why Contacts 
with the Current Ukrainian Leadership Are Pointless,’ published on the Kommer-
sant website on October 11, 2021.  

Thus, the Russian leader’s rhetoric includes:

  non-recognition of the national identity of Ukrainians, assertions about the arti-
ficiality of the Ukrainian language;

  denial of Ukrainians’ rights to their own identity and state;

  dehumanisation of Ukrainians through the use of negative phrasing and accusa-
tions of affinity for Hitler.

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103248/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67828
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103418/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103050/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5028300
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5028300
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2.4. Dehumanisation and calls for the extermination of Ukrainians in the rhetoric 
of government representatives.

Representatives of the Russian government publicly support and regularly repro-
duce the ideas voiced by Putin about the ‘united people’ and ‘Ukrainian Nazis’, deny 
the right of Ukrainians to their own state and identity, and speculate on the sub-
jects of history, language, and culture. Some of them resort to genocidal rhetoric 
by using indirect phrasing to dehumanise Ukrainians, calling for their murder.

Since 2020, former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev has been holding the po-
sition of the deputy head of Russia’s Security Council, and since 2022, also the first 
deputy head of the Russian Military Industrial Chamber. Both bodies are chaired 
by Putin. Medvedev published his statements on social media: on his own Telegram 
channel and on his X (Twitter) account. Medvedev’s posts are regularly shared by 
Russian state media.

In his Telegram post of November 20, 2022, Medvedev compares Ukrainians to 
cockroaches and insects, and in the post of January 6, 2023, — with pigs, calling 
Ukraine’s international partners ‘Western swineherds.’

In the post of April 5, 2022, Medvedev called Ukrainian authorities ‘freaks’ and the 
military — ‘crazed beasts,’ accused them of Nazism and lauded extrajudicial execu-
tions and acts of terror against ‘nationalists.’ These posts are a clear example when 
indirect phrasing is used to dehumanise a group in order to justify and facilitate 
the perception of killings of its representatives. During the genocide in Rwanda in 
1994, representatives of the Tutsi people were also called cockroaches and calls for 
their extermination were voiced on Radio Télévision Libre des Mille Collines, RTLMC, 
founded by Félicien Kabuga.

In addition, in a post of April 5, 2022, 
Medvedev claims that Ukrainian 
heroes are nothing but ‘zoological 
Nazis, killers and collaborators,’ 
that there was ‘no such thing in 
history’ as ‘profound Ukrainian 
identity,’ ‘nor does it exist now,’ and 
he calls ‘changing the mindset’ of 
Ukrainians ‘the most important 
goal.’ That is, Medvedev systemati-
cally promotes the idea of physical 
extermination of a part of Ukrain-
ians and the forced change of the 
identity of the remaining repre-
sentatives to Russian. Medvedev’s 
statements can clearly be inter-
preted as calls for genocide and 
ethnocide.

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103629/https://t.me/medvedev_telegram/216
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103952/https://t.me/medvedev_telegram/34
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2.5. Genocidal rhetoric by government media. 

In Russia, the state directly or indirectly funds several information holdings. In 
particular, VGTRK (‘Vserossiyskaya gosudarstvennaya teleradiokompaniya’), ‘Per-
vyy kanal,’ ‘Rossiya Segodnya,’ TASS are financed directly from the federal budget. 
The statutes of state media holdings are approved by the government. The CEO 
of ‘Rossiya Segodnya’ is appointed by the Russian 
president. State media cover the activities of 
state bodies and relay the official position of the 
Russian Federation. 

On April 3, 2022, the ‘RIA Novosti’ website pub-
lished an article by political technologist Timofey 
Sergeytsev ‘What Russia Should Do with Ukraine’, 
which contains calls for the destruction of the 
Ukrainian state, ethnic cleansing and genocide 
of Ukrainians.

Among other things, the ‘denazification’ pro-
nounced by Putin is explained as ‘re-education’ 
of the population, ‘ideological repressions,’ ‘rig-
id censorship in the political sphere... in the field of culture and education’ and 
‘de-Ukrainisation.’ The author explains this last idea as ‘rejection of... the artificial 
inflation of the ethnic component of identity of the population residing in the ter-
ritories of historic Little Russia and New Russia,’ and rejection of the very word 
‘Ukraine.’ Sergeytsev writes about the need for the physical extermination of the 
Ukrainian political class and the military, mass repressions and ethnic cleansing. 

Back on February 26, 2022, the same website published the text of Elena Karavaye-
va of Ria Novosti ‘Full and Final Denazification of Ukraine: Russia Will Once Again 
Help Europe.’ The author also explains ‘denazification’ as destruction of the Ukrain-
ian state and uses a phrase aimed at dehumanisation of Ukrainians ‘belly capable of 
bearing scum.’ In his op-ed Advance of Russia and the New World” of February 27, 
2022, Karavayeva’s colleague Pyotr Akopovuses the phrase ‘solution of the Ukrain-
ian issue’ with a positive connotation. The euphemism ‘final solution of the Jew-

ish issue’ was used in the Nazi Germany to indicate 
the policy of discrimination and genocide of the Jews 
(Holocaust, Shoah).

The article by a Rossiya Segodnya columnist Irina Alk-
snis Beast Born by Maidan Must Be Destroyed,” pub-
lished on the Ria Novosti website on February 25, 2022, 
contains similar messaging. The author calls Ukraine 
‘a monster born by Maidan.’

On March 3, 2022, RIA Novosti published an article 
by Viktoriya Nikoforova ‘How to Treat Ukrainians for 
Stockholm Syndrome.’ The author calls Ukrainians 
‘mentally unhealthy people’ and writes about the need 

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104325/https://ria.ru/20220403/ukraina-1781469605.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104435/https://ria.ru/20220226/denatsifikatsiya-1775160162.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104435/https://ria.ru/20220226/denatsifikatsiya-1775160162.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20220226224717/https://ria.ru/20220226/rossiya-1775162336.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104602/https://ria.ru/20220225/ukraina-1775062831.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104703/https://ria.ru/20220302/ukraina-1775974455.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104703/https://ria.ru/20220302/ukraina-1775974455.html?in=t


GENOCIDAL RHETORIC 
OF THE RUSSIAN REGIME
 

19

to ‘harshly’ «save Ukrainians from themselves..., without coddling the patient and 
without regard to the «international community.” Stigmatizing a group as “sick” is 
a technique for its dehumanisation and justifying crimes against it by the need for 
“treatment.” Such euphemisms are an obvious example of genocidal rhetoric.

The Ukraina.ru website, which is part of the ‘Россия 
сегодня’ holding, specialises in Ukraine-related 
topics. He regularly publishes anti-Ukrainian dis-
information, including texts justifying and ration-
alizing war crimes and crimes against humani-
ty. Konstantin Kevorkyan, Rostislav Ishchenko, 
Zakhar Vinogradov write about the need to de-
stroy the Ukrainian state and about the discrimi-
nation and physical extermination of the Ukraini-
ans who disagree with it, the displacement of the 
Ukrainian language from the media, education, 
and other public spheres.  Ishchenko’s hallmark 
text has a telling name, ‘How to Punish Ukraine.’ 

Kevorkyan’s call to ‘cleanse Ukraine of Russo-
phobes’ can be viewed as a call for physical ex-
termination and repressions against the carriers of Ukrainian identity. In another 
publication, ‘The Silent War. Reforming Ukraine,’ Kevorkyan describes a system of 
repressions aimed at physical destruction and forced identity change of Ukraini-
ans. In particular, it refers to the criminal prosecution of opponents of the Russian 
occupation and supporters of Ukrainian independence for ‘inciting national enmi-
ty,’ their ‘re-education’ through forced labour, banning them from the profession, 
etc. 

On April 15, 2022, Ukraina.ru published an interview with Russian MP Anatoliy 
Vasserman where he called for ‘full extermination’ of ‘everything that can be called 
the independent Ukraine.’ 

The analysis of these and other texts gives us the following components of the an-
ti-Ukrainian narrative promoted by Russia’s state media:

  Ukraine is an artificial construct;

  the Ukrainian nation does not exist;

  bearers of Ukrainian identity and supporters of Ukraine’s independence are ‘Na-
zis’, ‘victims of propaganda’, or ‘sick’;

  Russia has the right to punish Ukrainians;

  Russia must destroy the Ukrainian state and reformat Ukraine at its own discre-
tion.

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104809/https://ukraina.ru/20171102/1019472124.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104912/https://ukraina.ru/20220102/1033014994.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104912/https://ukraina.ru/20220102/1033014994.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105008/https://ukraina.ru/20220314/1033509900.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105110/https://ukraina.ru/20220415/1033780675.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105110/https://ukraina.ru/20220415/1033780675.html
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That is, Russian state media are trying to convince Ukrainians not only of them hav-
ing no agency, but also that being a Ukrainian and identifying as one is a deviation 
rather than the norm. Accordingly, Russia allegedly has to correct this deviation by 
any means. Portraying Ukrainians as Nazis or as unable to take care of themselves 
is aimed at depriving the audience of their basic rights, and is a component of de-
humanisation in order to justify the destruction of the group.

CONCLUSIONS

Vladimir Putin’s statements about 
the need to ‘denazify’ Ukraine should 
be perceived as a demonstration of 
intentions not only to destroy the 
Ukrainian state, but also to physically 
exterminate people who support 
the idea of Ukraine’s independence. 

That is, a direct expression of 
genocidal intent. Putin’s deputy in 
the Security Council of the Russian 
Federation, Medvedev, makes 
statements aimed at dehumanizing 
Ukrainians and inciting hatred of 
Russians against Ukrainians, calling 
for the murder of Ukrainian citizens. 

Russian state media actively use 
genocidal rhetoric, publish articles 
justifying and rationalizing genocide 
and urging for the commission of 
this crime.
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3.1. Formation of ideas about Ukraine and Ukrainians by the Russian education 
system in 2014-2022. 

Secondary education is believed to be an important tool that forms the civic and na-
tional identity among children and adolescents. Its advantages are the almost total 
coverage of the target audience (children and adolescents of school age) and the 
obligation to learn and reproduce the educational material, the content of which is 

determined by the government. It is within the 
framework of school education that students 
develop ideas about their own and neighbour-
ing countries, about other nations and attitudes 
towards them. A key role in the school course 
is played by subjects of the humanitarian cy-
cle, primarily history. Mentions of Ukraine and 
Ukrainians can be found in textbooks on the his-
tory of Russia, which is a compulsory subject in 
schools in the Russian Federation and one of the 
subjects included in the unified state exam that 
children take before graduating from school.

The years of Putin’s rule in Russia were marked 
by the strengthening of unification trends in the 
teaching of history, and issues of the past be-
came a key component of the political ideology. 

The Russian president personally requested unification of textbooks and assess-
ment of historical events. On April 25, 2013, while live on air, he complained about 
the lack of unified assessment of historical events and a weak ideological compo-
nent in school textbooks. Putin put forward the following requirements: absence 
of ‘ambiguous interpretations’ and 
‘respect for all the pages of our 
past.’ 

In 2014, the Unified Historical and 
Cultural Standard was approved 
in the Russia, which included the-
ses about the ‘eternally Russian’ 
Crimea. The Russian Historical So-
ciety, headed by Sergey Naryshkin, 
head of the Foreign Intelligence 
Service, participated in the devel-
opment of the Standard.

The standard was introduced in the 2016-2017 academic year. Two complete series 
of textbooks on the history of Russia and world history were published under the 

3. RUSSIAN SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS
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editorship of the then Minister of Culture Vladimir Medinsky and the long-term 
rector of MGIMO Anatoliy Torkunov.

One notable feature of these textbook is depriving Ukraine and Ukrainians of agen-
cy, appropriating cultural heritage, and ignoring internationally recognised state 
borders. This includes:

  the Greek colonisation of Crimea and the Northern Black Sea Coast (the terri-
tory of modern Kherson, Mykolaiv, Odesa regions of Ukraine) is presented as part 
of Russian history;

  modern Russia is portrayed as the sole heir of medieval Rus and its cultural her-
itage;

  figures of Ukrainian culture mentioned in textbooks are presented as Russian;

  when describing the events of the 18th and 19th centuries, textbook authors 
regularly refer to Ukrainians and Transdnieper Ukraine as Little Russians and Little 
Russia, respectively, without explaining the context and clarifying the irrelevance 
and incorrectness of this terminology in modern realities; 

  the events of 1917-1921 on the territory of Ukraine are included in the integral 
narrative of the revolution and civil war in Russia.

The school course on the history 
of Russia not only does not pro-
vide students with objective ide-
as about the country that bor-
ders the Russian Federation in 
the west, but also contributes to 
a negatively biased attitude to-
wards Ukrainians. In particular, 
Ukrainian hetmans who pursued 
any policies apart from pro-Mos-
cow ones are mentioned in text-
books exclusively as ‘traitors.’ In 
2021, even Bohdan Khmelnytskyi 
ended up on the list, despite his 
traditionally positive portrayal in 
the textbooks of the Russian Em-

pire, the USSR, and modern Russia. Later, the narrative about Ukrainians’ propen-
sity for ‘treachery’ is promoted while describing the events of World War II (or ‘the 
Great Patriotic War,’ in the Russian interpretation) and mentions about the Organ-
isation of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) and the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UIA).   

The authors of Russian textbooks, as well as the official Kremlin, completely deny 
the genocidal and artificial nature of the Holodomor (Famine) of 1932-1933 in 
Ukraine. What is more, the authors shift the responsibility for the famine from the 
Soviet authorities to Ukrainian peasants who did not want to join collective farms. 
That is, what they do is essentially concealing and denying acts that constitute gen-
ocide. Placing the blame on the victims of these acts can be viewed as justification 
of the crime committed by the Soviet totalitarian regime.
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Supporters of Ukraine’s independence in the 20th century are defined by textbook 
authors as nationalists. Ukrainians who support the European, pro-Western (and 

not pro-Russian) course of development of 
an independent Ukraine are labelled the same 
way. It is worth noting that the term ‘national-
ism’ in the political lexicon of the Russian Fed-
eration has a distinctly negative connotation 
and is opposed to patriotism. The education 
system also works to reinforce this percep-
tion of the concept of nationalism: the term is 
presented in a negative sense in history and 
social science textbooks. That is, the text-
books contain negative phrasing to refer to 
a significant part of Ukrainian society in the 
20th and 21st centuries, including the mod-
ern period, in order to stigmatise this group. 

Thus, Russian history textbooks used in Russian schools since 2014 contribute to 
the formation of:

  a distorted view of Ukraine and Ukrainians and a superior attitude towards them 
as a group whose culture is at least significantly inferior to the Russian one;

  claims to Ukrainian territories, since Ukraine allegedly occupies ‘historically Rus-
sian’ lands;

  prejudiced attitude towards Ukrainians as persons prone to treachery and inca-
pable of creating their own sovereign state;

  hostile attitude towards Ukrainians who support Ukraine’s independence and 
reject the pro-Russian vector of their country’s foreign policy. 

The negative attitude towards Ukrainians, territorial claims, denials and justifica-
tions of the past genocide can be considered as factors ensuring that Russian soci-
ety approves of yet another instance of this crime for the sake of ‘restoring historic 
justice.’ 



GENOCIDAL RHETORIC 
OF THE RUSSIAN REGIME
 

24

3.2. Genocidal rhetoric in the Russian history textbook published in 2023. 

From September 1, 2023, a new textbook authored by Medinsky and Torkunov will 
be mandatory for use in 11th school year in Russia and in the temporarily occu-
pied territories. It is meant to replace 
a similar book published by the same 
authors in 2021. The updated version 
of the textbook focuses much more 
on the ‘Ukrainian issue.’ In particular, 
it justifies the ‘need’ for the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine: the oc-
cupation of its territories and con-
ducting the so-called ‘special military 
operation.’

The textbooks contain ideological cli-
chés, pseudoscientific myths about 
Ukraine and Ukrainians, assertions 
about the artificiality of the Ukraini-
an nation and denial of Ukrainians’ right to have their own country. The authors of 
textbooks published until 2023 avoided direct statements about this. Medinsky and 
Torkunov completely synchronised the content of their new textbook with the an-
ti-Ukrainian rhetoric of Putin and Russian propaganda. The pages of the textbook 
include:

  a conspiracy theory that Ukrainians were alleg-
edly invented by the Austrian General Staff in the 
19th century to divide the ‘united Russian people’ 
(pp. 397-398);

  the fake about the ‘illegal’ transfer of Crimea to 
Ukraine on the ‘personal initiative’ of Khrushchev 
and the ‘restoration of historical justice’ in 2014 
(pp. 66-67);

  the claim that the Revolution of Dignity in 
Ukraine was ‘a coup’ (pp. 328, 384, 398, 399, 401, 
403), a ‘military coup’ (p. 396), ‘a bloody armed re-
bellion’ (p. 398), a ‘bloody coup’ (p. 412). The post-
Maidan government is called a junta twice (p. 398, 

399), but nowhere in the textbook is this word even explained. This is how the nar-
rative about the illegitimacy of the Ukrainian government after 2014 is promoted, 
and its representatives and supporters are dehumanised;

  the narrative about ‘Ukrainian Nazis’: the textbook has paragraphs with une-
quivocal headlines: ‘Ukrainian Neo-Nazism’ (pp. 396-398) and ‘Ukraine Is an Ultra-
nationalist State’ (pp. 406-407). The authors write about fictional bans on Russian 
language and content in Russian, the privilege of people coming from the Western 
parts of Ukraine, Russophobia, and the artificiality of the modern Ukrainian lan-
guage (pp. 396-397).
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Thus, the textbook performs the function of dehumanizing Ukrainians by:

  promoting the narrative about the ‘artificiality’ of Ukrainian identity and the 
Ukrainian language;

  labelling citizens of Ukraine as ‘Nazis.’

CONCLUSIONS

With the help of 
the narratives and 
euphemisms described 
above, Russia can 
justify not only the 
violation of Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity and 
sovereignty or the need 
to destroy the state 
of Ukraine, but also 
the most outrageous 
war crimes and crimes 
against humanity, 
including genocide. 
‘Nazis’ are bearers of a 
misanthropic ideology, 
‘the absolute evil,’ and 
thus cannot count on 
a humane attitude to 
themselves.   
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Sources representing the official position of the Russian state and government 
contain elements of genocidal rhetoric. 

Public statements by Vladimir Putin, texts published on his behalf on the Kremlin’s 
official resources, statements made by other Russian government representatives 
contain ideas of artificiality (inauthenticity) of the Ukrainian culture and national 
identity, rejection of the Ukrainian own identity, their right to their self-determi-
nation and their own country. 

History textbooks approved by the Russian government, which are used in the 
educational process since 2023, repeat the same ideas, not only forming a prejudiced 
and superior attitude, but also dehumanizing Ukrainians. The textbooks issued until 
2021 as part of the implementation of the Unified Historical and Cultural Standard 
also established a biased attitude towards Ukraine and Ukrainians. They contained 
a de facto justification of the Holodomor organised by the Soviet totalitarian re-
gime, downplaying its scale and denying its genocidal nature. 

Publications aimed at justifying and rationalizing the genocide of Ukrainians and 
the destruction of the Ukrainian state are regularly published in government-
backed media. 

Genocidal rhetoric is not found in Russian legislation; however, it contains a number 
of discriminatory prescriptions and norms against Ukrainians that legalise the 
practices of genocide and ethnocide. 

Analysing the set of the listed sources gives every reason to conclude that the Rus-
sian state policy is aimed at forming the background for the crime of genocide 
against Ukrainians, justifying this crime, and promoting its support in Russian so-
ciety by appealing to ‘restoration of historical justice’ and dehumanizing Ukrainians 
using the rhetoric about ‘(neo-)Nazism.’  

CONCLUSIONS
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ANNEXES

Timofey Sergeitsev. 
What Russia should do 
with Ukraine / Ria Novosti - 
3.04.2022

“Further denazification of this mass of the population consists in re-ed-
ucation, which is achieved by ideological repression (suppression) of 
Nazi paradigms and strict censorship: not only in the political sphere, 
but also in the sphere of culture and education.” 

“The name ‘Ukraine’ apparently cannot be preserved as the title of any 
fully denazified state entity in the territory liberated from the Nazi 
regime. The people’s republics newly created in the space free from 
Nazism should and will grow from the practice of domestic self-gov-
ernment and social security, restoration and modernization of life 
support systems of the population.”

“Denazification will inevitably be de-Ukrainization — a rejection of the 
large-scale artificial inflating of the ethnic component of the self-iden-
tification of the population of the territories of historical Little Russia 
and Novorossia, which was started by the Soviet authorities.” 

“Ukraine, as history has shown, is impossible as a national state, and 
attempts to ‘build’ such a state naturally lead to Nazism. Ukrainianism 
is an artificial anti-Russian structure that does not have its own civili-
zational content, a subordinate element of a strange and unconnected 
civilization.”

Elena Karaeva. Complete 
and final denazification of 
Ukraine: Russia will again 
help Europe / Ria Novosti - 
26.02.2022

”... today’s denazification, albeit carried out by Russia in Ukraine under 
duress, is done in the interests of the whole of Europe, even if it is not 
yet known.

We just cross t’s and dot i’s in a situation where, apparently, all other 
enlightened Europeans have have turned a blind eye, held their noses 
(Nazism stinks pretty bad if you did not know it so far), and left the 
hard work of denazification to us.

And this time, rest assured, we will cleanse this womb, which, as it 
turned out, is still capable of ‘nurturing a bastard,’ once and for all.

To be sure. As part of the complete and final denazification — and not 
only of Ukraine, but of Europe as a whole.”

Andrey Medvedev. 
Ukrainian Nazism – an 
explosive mixture of 
paganism and Satanism/
VESTI.RU - 1.05.2022

“Denazification is when the remains of the backbone of the Azov reg-
iment hide behind hostages in the basements of the Azovstal plant. 
When the unfinished Nazis ask to be released to Turkey or to be given 
a humanitarian corridor. Denazification is when neo-Nazis from the 
Azov regiment rot alive in cold factory basements. And the bodies of 
other Nazis are rotting in the destroyed positions. These are the same 
Nazis who once terrified the inhabitants of the southeast. The war 
against Nazism is not an abstract thing, not a slogan. This is what the 
Russian army is successfully doing today.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104325/https://ria.ru/20220403/ukraina-1781469605.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104325/https://ria.ru/20220403/ukraina-1781469605.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104325/https://ria.ru/20220403/ukraina-1781469605.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104325/https://ria.ru/20220403/ukraina-1781469605.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104435/https://ria.ru/20220226/denatsifikatsiya-1775160162.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104435/https://ria.ru/20220226/denatsifikatsiya-1775160162.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104435/https://ria.ru/20220226/denatsifikatsiya-1775160162.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104435/https://ria.ru/20220226/denatsifikatsiya-1775160162.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104435/https://ria.ru/20220226/denatsifikatsiya-1775160162.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105342/https://www.vesti.ru/article/2720706
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105342/https://www.vesti.ru/article/2720706
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105342/https://www.vesti.ru/article/2720706
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105342/https://www.vesti.ru/article/2720706
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105342/https://www.vesti.ru/article/2720706


GENOCIDAL RHETORIC 
OF THE RUSSIAN REGIME
 

28

Konstantin Kevorkyan. 
Quiet war. On Reformatting 
Ukraine / Ukraina.ru - 
14.03.2022

“The recapture of lost positions must begin not after a military victory, 
but immediately. And after achieving victory, in addition to ‘demilitari-
zation and denazification,’ we must not forget about the restoration 
of the Russian information presence throughout Ukraine. Not just the 
abolition of all kinds of prohibitions, but the maximum promotion of 
Russian influence: from still banned information resources, books, 
films — to the Russian language itself and the equal status of its speak-
ers.

Of course, bringing the Ukrainian media to their senses, which implies 
certain features of personnel policy and, at first, strict censorship. 
Denazification of education. At the same time, it is necessary to stop 
the financial flows that feed the turbid river of ‘political Ukrainism’ 
through Western embassies, foreign funds, and the local oligarchy.

Tracking hostile activity on social networks (there is no doubt that 
there will be some), and this is already a task for the criminal code. In-
citement of hatred on ethnic grounds should be recognized as one of 
the most serious crimes, and for re-education it will be enough to work 
on the restoration of destroyed cities; preferably not native cities — 
so that everyone can expand their horizons and comprehend the scale 
of the tragedy that befell Ukraine.

Naturally, open trials of war criminals, the opening of archives of the 
Security Service of Ukraine, lustration, bans on the profession. There 
is nothing excessive in these requirements, this happened in many Eu-
ropean countries, for example, within the framework of ‘decommuni-
zation.’ Elimination of various toponyms associated with the Nazis and 
pro-Hitler collaborators, a complete and absolute ban on Bandera-re-
lated mentions.”

Rostislav Ishchenko. 
How to punish Ukraine / 
Ukraina.ru -  2.11.2017

“So, in the process of ‘punishing Ukraine’ (so that everyone can see 
how they are punished), Russia needs to destroy the Ukrainian armed 
forces and the control system, with the complete impossibility of cre-
ating a new one in a short time, adequate to the tasks set.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105008/https://ukraina.ru/20220314/1033509900.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105008/https://ukraina.ru/20220314/1033509900.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105008/https://ukraina.ru/20220314/1033509900.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105008/https://ukraina.ru/20220314/1033509900.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231031111642/https://ukraina.ru/20171102/1019472124.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231031111642/https://ukraina.ru/20171102/1019472124.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231031111642/https://ukraina.ru/20171102/1019472124.html
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Konstantin Kevorkyan. 
To save through victory. 
How to cleanse Ukraine of 
Russophobes /  Ukraina.ru  
-  2.01.2022

”The problem of Ukraine should not only be solved, but it should be 
solved demonstratively — saving everything that is of Russian origin 
left in it (or wanting to be Russian), and the immersion of all cannibal-
istic where it was extracted from — back to savagery.

Firstly, it is a ban on carriers of Nazi ideology to hold any positions in 
the authorities, to work in the field of education. Secondly, it is a com-
plete change in the programmes of teaching history, literature, and 
other humanities in schools, universities, etc. This is the relevant work 
of the propaganda agencies. Prohibition of the publication of Nazi liter-
ature. And so on. All these measures are well known.

…

The prohibition of Nazi ideology automatically leads to a tougher fight 
against the bearers of this ideology. Everyone should get what they de-
serve for their participation in the transformation of Ukraine into a 
Nazi state.

…

to do this, it is necessary to create organizational structures and set 
specific tasks for them. In Russia, there are history textbooks, in par-
ticular, mine, which can be published for students of history depart-
ments in Ukraine. There are many other textbooks. They just need to 
be printed in appropriate editions and provided to educational institu-
tions of Ukraine. Carry out lustration of teaching staff. 

…

the Mohyla Academy is just a hotbed of Banderaism, they have been 
sprreading all this Nazi filth for decades. It is necessary to introduce a 
ban on teaching history, as bearers of this Bandera ideology. I don’t see 
any particular problems here. The Soviet authorities coped with this. 
And, while they kept their finger on the pulse, there were no special 
attempts on the part of the Banderites. Naturally, we need propaganda 
through the media, through works of art and culture. This should be a 
comprehensive denazification programme. A structure should be cre-
ated, personnel should be selected. Without cleansing Ukrainian soci-
ety of Nazi ideology, it is impossible to move on. It is necessary to apply 
the provisions of the law to its bearers.

Anatoliy Wasserman: 
It is possible to separate 
Ukrainians from other 
Russians only through 
violence and deception /  
Ukraina.ru - 15.04.2022

”...I proceed from the fact that any entity called ‘Independent Ukraine’ 
should be eliminated. As a result of the current operation, everything 
that can be called ‘independent Ukraine’ should be completely elim-
inated. All these lands should be included in the Russian Federation. 
Precisely because all other solutions have already proved their inop-
erability. Based on this, I think that no matter what our politicians say 
now, the issue will be finally resolved in this format. … 

It’s just the nature of the idea to separate the Ukrainians from the rest 
of the Russians. This is only possible through violence and deception.

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104912/https://ukraina.ru/20220102/1033014994.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104912/https://ukraina.ru/20220102/1033014994.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104912/https://ukraina.ru/20220102/1033014994.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104912/https://ukraina.ru/20220102/1033014994.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104912/https://ukraina.ru/20220102/1033014994.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105342/https://www.vesti.ru/article/2720706
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105110/https://ukraina.ru/20220415/1033780675.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105110/https://ukraina.ru/20220415/1033780675.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105110/https://ukraina.ru/20220415/1033780675.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105110/https://ukraina.ru/20220415/1033780675.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105110/https://ukraina.ru/20220415/1033780675.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105110/https://ukraina.ru/20220415/1033780675.html
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Irina Alksnis.  
The monster generated 
by the Maidan must be 
destroyed /  Ria Novosti - 
25.02.2022

“The Kiev regime must be destroyed as a great danger for us and for 
Ukraine itself. It is a pity that Russia did not have the opportunity to do 
this earlier— before the monster generated by the Maidan gained such 
strength on the blood of Donbass.”

Zakhar Vinogradov. 
Complicated things in 
simple terms. Russia’s 
goals and objectives 
in the operation of 
demilitarization and 
denazification of Ukraine 
(Ukraina.ru, 3.03.2022)

”As for denazification, it is a broader phenomenon than just protect-
ing the rights of the Russian population. It also concerns the issues of 
countering the destruction of the Orthodox faith,that is, attacks on 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and attempts to split it when creating 
the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

In addition, denazification also concerns the rejection of the cult, ide-
ology, and exaltation of neo-Nazi movements, organizations and polit-
ical parties that chose as their ideology the ideas of collaborators who 
actively cooperated with the German fascist invaders during World 
War II.“

Viktoria Nikiforova. 
How to cure Ukrainians of 
Stockholm syndrome / Ria 
Novosti - 2.03.2022

”After the liberation of Ukraine, of course, a whole range of measures 
will be required to bring this mentally ill people to life.

The first specific steps — the Russian language should be granted the 
status of the second state language. All Russian schools should be re-
stored. The system of humanitarian education should be reformatted 
and brought closer to the Russian one. Ideally, it would be good to cre-
ate one history textbook at all and offer it to students both here and 
here. The textbooks of Russian and literature could thus be revised.

In general,the education system should be as Russian-oriented as pos-
sible. Preparation for the Russian Unified State Examination, some pro-
grammes for admission to Russian universities. All this is necessary. 
But it is even more urgent to clean up the local information field. ...

Ukrainians now need a vaccine of truth — historical and modern. True 
textbooks, true news. They have lived in a continuous stream of lies for 
a very long time. For years, Western elites have used them as guinea 
pigs in their experiments with military technology such as social media.

And the key word here is rough. It is necessary to save Ukrainians 
from themselves, not have baby talks with patients and not look at the 
world community, which still dreams of destroying us. We carry the 
truth. The truth is that we are one people and must live in peace. That’s 
our strength.

Andrey Ilnitsky, Andrey 
Shkolnikov.  
Strength is in the truth/ 
Parliamentary newspaper - 
9.05.2022

“The terms of denazification cannot be less than one generation, which 
should be born, growб and reach maturity in the conditions of dena-
zification.The nazification of Ukraine lasted for more than 30 years 
— starting at least from 1989, when Ukrainian nationalism received 
legal and legitimate forms of political expression. As a result, Russian 
children by culture and language turned out to be adherents of “polit-
ical Ukrainianism,” Nazi ideas, ready to kill any manifestations of their 
native culture in themselves and around themselves, to become man-
kurts who do not remember kinship.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104602/https://ria.ru/20220225/ukraina-1775062831.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104602/https://ria.ru/20220225/ukraina-1775062831.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104602/https://ria.ru/20220225/ukraina-1775062831.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104602/https://ria.ru/20220225/ukraina-1775062831.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104602/https://ria.ru/20220225/ukraina-1775062831.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105827/https://ukraina.ru/20220303/1033432311.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105827/https://ukraina.ru/20220303/1033432311.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105827/https://ukraina.ru/20220303/1033432311.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105827/https://ukraina.ru/20220303/1033432311.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105827/https://ukraina.ru/20220303/1033432311.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105827/https://ukraina.ru/20220303/1033432311.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105827/https://ukraina.ru/20220303/1033432311.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030105827/https://ukraina.ru/20220303/1033432311.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104703/https://ria.ru/20220302/ukraina-1775974455.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104703/https://ria.ru/20220302/ukraina-1775974455.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104703/https://ria.ru/20220302/ukraina-1775974455.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030104703/https://ria.ru/20220302/ukraina-1775974455.html?in=t
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110123/https://www.pnp.ru/politics/sila-v-pravde.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110123/https://www.pnp.ru/politics/sila-v-pravde.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110123/https://www.pnp.ru/politics/sila-v-pravde.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110123/https://www.pnp.ru/politics/sila-v-pravde.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110123/https://www.pnp.ru/politics/sila-v-pravde.html
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Pyotr Akopov.  
The offensive of Russia and 
the new world / Ria Novosti 
- 26.02.2022

”Russia is restoring its unity — the tragedy of 1991, this terrible ca-
tastrophe of our history, its unnatural dislocation, have been over-
come. Yes, at a great cost, yes, because of the tragic events of the de 
facto civil war because now brothers, separated by belonging to the 
Russian and Ukrainian armies, are still shooting at each other — but 
Ukraine as anti-Russia will no longer exist. Russia is restoring its his-
torical completeness, gathering the Russian world, the Russian people 
together — in all its totality of Great Russians, Belarusians and Little 
Russians.

Vladimir Putin assumed — without a drop of exaggeration — historical 
responsibility, deciding not to leave the solution of the Ukrainian issue 
to future generations.

Now there is no such problem — Ukraine has returned to Russia. This 
does not mean that its statehood will be liquidated, but it will be recon-
structed, re-established and returned to its natural state of part of 
the Russian world.”

Sergey Karaganov .  
It is unacceptable to 
preserve Ukrainian 
statehood on the basis of 
a mixture of Russophobia 
and the monstrous 
compradorism of its elites 
/ Rossiyskaya Gazeta - 
1.03.2023

”... the objectives of this operation. This, of course, is the protection 
of Donbass and the reunification of the native Russian lands of the 
South, the East, demilitarization, i.e., the destruction of the military 
machine, of what may remain of today’s Ukraine. And of course, the 
denazification and re-education of people infected like the Germans 
after 1933 by fascism. This was done by the Soviet Union in the GDR, 
it will have to be repeated under new conditions. It is unacceptable to 
preserve Ukrainian statehood....

It will be necessary to help restore those parts of present-day Ukraine 
that will return to Russia. But it is hardly worth (restoring - note) the 
whole of Ukraine, plagued and destroyed by the current operation, es-
pecially its culturally least developed west-central lands, the cradle of 
what our publicists call ukrofascism.

Ukrainian lands returned back to Russia will become what they are 
intended to be historically and geographically — the gateway to the 
South, to the Mediterranean; Western Ukrainian territories with their 
mandatory demilitarization — a buffer, the outskirts of Russia.

There are other regions in Siberia that are very attractive for living. 
As in the times of Witte and Stolypin, it is necessary to attract people 
from the labour-surplus regions of Russia, the republics of the former 
USSR, the destroyed territories of Ukraine to these territories. The 
lack of a programme for the resettlement of refugees from Ukraine 
to such regions of Siberia so far cannot be rationally explained.”

The concept of 
humanitarian policy of the 
Russian Federation abroad. 
Approved by the Decree 
of the President of the 
Russian Federation dated 
September 5, 2022

87. It is necessary to consistently develop interaction with UNESCO... It 
is important to prevent further politicization of this Organization, ex-
cluding issues of territorial integrity and sovereignty from its agenda...

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110433/http://static.kremlin.ru/media/events/files/ru/G3CkAuMhZXio8AzNaweT3wTGTaEA16OU.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110433/http://static.kremlin.ru/media/events/files/ru/G3CkAuMhZXio8AzNaweT3wTGTaEA16OU.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110433/http://static.kremlin.ru/media/events/files/ru/G3CkAuMhZXio8AzNaweT3wTGTaEA16OU.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110433/http://static.kremlin.ru/media/events/files/ru/G3CkAuMhZXio8AzNaweT3wTGTaEA16OU.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110433/http://static.kremlin.ru/media/events/files/ru/G3CkAuMhZXio8AzNaweT3wTGTaEA16OU.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110433/http://static.kremlin.ru/media/events/files/ru/G3CkAuMhZXio8AzNaweT3wTGTaEA16OU.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110433/http://static.kremlin.ru/media/events/files/ru/G3CkAuMhZXio8AzNaweT3wTGTaEA16OU.pdf
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Decree of the President 
of the Russian Federation 
dated 29.09.2022 No. 685.
On the recognition of 
Zaporozhye Oblast

In accordance with the universally recognized principles and norms of 
international law, recognizing and reaffirming the principle of equal 
rights and self-determination of peoples enshrined in the Charter of 
the United Nations, taking into account the will of the people of Zapor-
ozhye Oblast at the referendum held on September 27, 2022

Decree of the President 
of the Russian Federation 
dated 29.09.2022 No. 686.
On the recognition of 
Kherson Oblast

In accordance with the universally recognized principles and norms of 
international law, recognizing and reaffirming the principle of equal 
rights and self-determination of peoples enshrined in the Charter of 
the United Nations, taking into account the will of the people of Zapor-
ozhye Oblast at the referendum held on September 27, 2022

List of foreign and 
international non-
governmental 
organizations whose 
activities are recognized as 
undesirable on the territory 
of the Russian Federation

“17. Ukrainian World Congress (Canada)

49. CRIMEAN HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP (Ukraine)”

I live, I fight, I win Item 4. Not long ago, 96.7% of Ukrainians were Russians. But for 30 
years of independence they were deprived of a normal education, cul-
ture, native language and turned into “savage” Russophobes....Which 
means they must be beaten until they surrender, until our victory.

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030095834/http://kremlin.ru/acts/bank/48341
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030095834/http://kremlin.ru/acts/bank/48341
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030095834/http://kremlin.ru/acts/bank/48341
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030095834/http://kremlin.ru/acts/bank/48341
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030095834/http://kremlin.ru/acts/bank/48341
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030100521/http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202209300002
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030100521/http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202209300002
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030100521/http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202209300002
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030100521/http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202209300002
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030100521/http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202209300002
https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/documents/7756/
https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/documents/7756/
https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/documents/7756/
https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/documents/7756/
https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/documents/7756/
https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/documents/7756/
https://minjust.gov.ru/ru/documents/7756/
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110723/https://vvo.ric.mil.ru/Rekomenduem
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Meeting of the 
Valdai International 
Discussion Club on 
October 27, 2022. 
Transcript of V.V. 
Putin’s speech

”In the 9th century, Russian statehood was born in our territories — 
first in Novgorod, then in Kiev, then all this grew together. They are 
one people. They spoke the same language — Old Russian, and chang-
es in the language began to occur, in my opinion, only in the 14th or 
15th century under the influence of Poland because the western parts 
of the Russian state ended up in different countries. That’s where the 
changes came from...

But this process did not happen on its own. It happened, firstly, as I 
said, because part of the ancient Russian western lands was part of 
other states for a number of reasons.

These states began to promote their interests there. In those areas 
that were part of Poland, open polonization took place. The language 
began to change. I already mentioned this: when Ukraine joined Russia, 
letters were written to Warsaw and Moscow. There are documents in 
the archives. They say: we, Russian Orthodox people, address you with 
this, with that. Moscow was asked to allow Ukraine to join Russia, Po-
land was asked to respect the interests and their Orthodox traditions. 
But they wrote: we, Russian Orthodox people. I didn’t say that. This is 
the part of the people that we now call Ukrainians.

Yes, then everything began to happen according to the laws. A huge 
Russian Empire emerged. European countries tried and partly creat-
ed such a barrier between themselves and the Russian Empire, a well-
known principle since ancient times: divide and conquer. Thus began 
the attempts to divide the united Russian people. In the 19th century, 
this began to happen, acquired more and more scope and was support-
ed primarily by the West. Of course, part of the population cultivat-
ed it, someone began to like it, both from the historical and linguistic 
points of view.

Of course, this was used precisely for the purpose of dividing and con-
quering. There is nothing unusual here, but they have achieved certain 
goals, of course. Then it degenerated into cooperation with Hitler dur-
ing World War II, when Ukrainian collaborators were used to carry out 
actions to annihilate Russians, Poles, Jews, and Belarusians. This is well 
known, this is a historical fact: the punishers entrusted the dirtiest, 
bloodiest cases primarily to the Banderites. It’s all part of our history. 
But the fact is that Russians and Ukrainians are basically one people, 
this is a historical fact....

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110821/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/69695
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110821/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/69695
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110821/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/69695
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110821/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/69695
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110821/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/69695
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030110821/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/69695
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But we found ourselves in different states, unfortunately, for a number 
of reasons, and above all because, creating the Soviet Union after the 
collapse of the empire, as I have already written in my articles and said 
repeatedly, the Bolshevik leadership of that time made decisions in or-
der to please the nationalist-minded part of the Bolsheviks, who were 
originally from Ukraine, to endow them with native Russian historical 
territories, without asking the population who lived in these territories. 
They handed over the whole of Little Russia, the whole of the Black Sea 
region, the whole of Donbass, and at first they decided to give Donbass 
to Russia, then a delegation from Ukraine arrived, came to Vladimir Il-
yich Lenin, he called a representative of Donbass and said that it was 
necessary to change the decision. They made a decision — they gave it 
back to Ukraine.

In this sense, Ukraine, of course, developed as an artificial state. 
Moreover, after World War II — this is also a historical fact — Stalin took 
and transferred to Ukraine a number of Polish territories, a number of 
Hungarian, a number of Romanian ones, taking away their territories 
from these countries. He gave part of the eastern German lands to 
the Poles who did not participate in the Hitler coalition. Everything is 
well known, these are historical facts. This is how today’s Ukraine has 
developed.

Frankly, I just thought about this now: the only real, a serious guarantor 
of Ukrainian statehood, sovereignty, and territorial integrity could be 
only Russia, which created today’s Ukraine.”

Vladimir Putin’s article 
On the Historical 
Unity of Russians and 
Ukrainians

“This Soviet national policy secured at the state level the provision on 
three separate Slavic peoples: Russian, Ukrainian and Belorussian, in-
stead of the large Russian nation, a triune people comprising Veliko-
russians, Malorussians and Belorussians.

Therefore, modern Ukraine is entirely the product of the Soviet era. 
We know and remember well that it was shaped – for a significant part 
– on the lands of historical Russia.

Inevitably, there came a time when the concept of ”Ukraine is not Rus-
sia“ was no longer an option. There was a need for the ”anti-Russia“ 
concept which we will never accept. The owners of this project took as 
a basis the old groundwork of the Polish-Austrian ideologists to create 
an ”anti-Moscow Russia.“

It would not be an exaggeration to say that the path of forced assimi-
lation, the formation of an ethnically pure Ukrainian state, aggressive 
towards Russia, is comparable in its consequences to the use of weap-
ons of mass destruction against us. As a result of such a harsh and ar-
tificial division of Russians and Ukrainians, the Russian people in all may 
decrease by hundreds of thousands or even millions.

All the subterfuges associated with the anti-Russia project are clear to 
us. And we will never allow our historical territories and people close 
to us living there to be used against Russia. And to those who will un-
dertake such an attempt, I would like to say that this way they will de-
stroy their own country.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103050/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103050/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103050/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103050/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
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Address of the 
President of the 
Russian Federation on 
February 24, 2022

”The problem is that in the territories adjacent to us, let me note, in our 
historical territories, a hostile ‘anti-Russia’ is created,which is placed 
under full external control, intensively settled by the armed forces of 
the NATO countries and pumped up with the most modern weapons. 

But Russia cannot feel safe, develop, exist with the constant threat em-
anating from the territory of modern Ukraine.

We will strive for the demilitarization and denazification of Ukraine, 
as well as bringing to justice those who committed numerous bloody 
crimes against civilians, including citizens of the Russian Federation.”

Address of the 
President of the 
Russian Federation on 
February 21, 2022

”So, let’s start with the fact that modern Ukraine was entirely created 
by Russia, or rather, Bolshevik, communist Russia. 

Why was it necessary to satisfy any, limitlessly growing nationalist am-
bitions on the outskirts of the former empire thus throwing a bone? 
To transfer to the newly formed, and often arbitrarily formed, admin-
istrative units – union republics – huge territories that often had no 
relation to them at all. I repeat, together with the population of his-
torical Russia. Moreover, in fact, these administrative units were given 
the status and form of national state entities.

Actually, as already mentioned, as a result of the Bolshevik policy, a So-
viet Ukraine arose, which today can be rightly called ‘Vladimir Ilyich 
Lenin’s Ukraine.’ 

Do you want decommunization? Well, we are okay with that. But we 
shouldn’t, as they say, stop halfway. We are ready to show you what 
real decommunization means for Ukraine. 

The bacillus of nationalist ambitions did not go away, and the initially 
laid mine, undermining state immunity against the contagion of na-
tionalism, was only waiting in the wings. Such a mine, I repeat, was the 
right to secede from the USSR. 

It is also important to understand that Ukraine, in fact, has never had 
a stable tradition of its true statehood. There was no stable statehood 
in Ukraine, and political and electoral procedures serve only as a cover, 
a screen for the redistribution of power and property between various 
oligarchic clans.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103418/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103418/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103418/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103418/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103248/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67828
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103248/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67828
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103248/http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67828
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Signing of agreements 
on the accession of the 
DPR, LPR, Zaporozhye 
and Kherson oblasts 
to Russia. Transcript 
of the speech of the 
President of the 
Russian Federation

”But there is nothing stronger than the determination of millions of 
people who, according to their culture, faith, traditions, language, con-
sider themselves part of Russia, whose ancestors lived in a single state 
for centuries. There is nothing stronger than the determination of 
these people to return to their true, historical Fatherland.

I want the Kiev authorities and their real masters in the West to hear 
me, so that everyone remembers it: people living in Luhansk and 
Donetsk, Kherson and Zaporozhye become our citizens forever.

We will protect our land with all the forces and means at our disposal 
and will do everything to ensure the safe life of our people.”

Dmitry Medvedev / 
Telegram - 28.10.2022

“The way to the stability of energy supply is different. It is necessary 
to recognize the legitimacy of Russia’s claims within the framework of 
the Special Miliitary Operation and its results, reflected in our Con-
stitution. And then it will get better with the light...”

Dmitry Medvedev. 
Why contacts 
with the current 
Ukrainian leadership 
are meaningless/ 
Kommersant - 
11.10.2021

“Ukraine is in search of its identity and a special path, composing its 
own separate history (although the very history teaches that it takes 
centuries). But Ukrainian leaders, especially top officials, are people 
who do not have any stable self-identification.”

Dmitry Medvedev / 
Telegram - 20.11.2022

“Here, various cockroaches that have bred in the Kiev insectarium con-
stantly threaten to ‘return Crimea.’ Well, the goals are clear: to cheer 
up the tame insects around and show the master of the insectarium 
that they are still very capable of cockroach races for a piece of food.”

Comment by the Centre of Strategic Communication and Information 
Security: A comparison with cockroaches is a method of dehumaniza-
tion of the enemy, which was resorted to by the media of the Bagosora 
regime in Rwanda on the eve and during its genocide against the Tutsi 
in 1994.

http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69465
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69465
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69465
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69465
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69465
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69465
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69465
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69465
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030111347/https://t.me/medvedev_telegram/200
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Vladimir Putin 
answered journalists’ 
questions on 
22.12.2022

”This is a very delicate issue — the unity of the Russian world. Divide 
and conquer — since ancient times, this slogan has been in force and 
is still actively used in real politics. Therefore, our potential opponent, 
our opponents always dreamed about it and always did it, tried to divide 
us and then lead separate parts.

What’s new here? The idea of Ukrainian separatism was born a long 
time ago, back within a united country. You see, I talk about it all the 
time, if someone believes that a separate ethnic group has formed, 
wants to live independently — for God’s sake, you cannot in any case go 
against the will of the people.

But if this is the case, then this principle should be universal, and it is 
impossible in any case to go against the will of that part of the people 
who feel themselves in a different role, consider themselves part of 
the Russian people and the Russian world, believe that they are part of 
this culture, part of this language, part of this history and traditions...

No one wants the unification of the Russian people. Separation — of 
course, with pleasure, they will continue dividing it. But no one wants to 
unite and strengthen, except us, and we will do it.”

Dmitry Medvedev / 
Telegram - 6.01.2023

”I pity people who have lost the opportunity to go to church. But pigs do 
not have any faith and an innate sense of gratitude. They understand 
only brute force and shrilly demand grub from masters. This is the ba-
sis of the training. And it will be continued by western pig herders.

Even the illiterate German old biddy Baerbock and a number of others 
underbosses of the European pigsty barked about the inadmissibility 
of the truce. Well, the heirs of the Nazis never spared either people or 
animals. They are no stranger to it...”

The “My History” 
lecture recommended 
by the Ministry of 
Education of the 
Russian Federation 
for the “Ministry of 
Education and Science 
of the LPR.”

”Modern Russia preserves this ethnic diversity in its entirety, while 
more than 80% of its citizens belong to one triune people — Russians 
(Great Russians), Ukrainians (Little Russians), and Belarusians — 
Eastern Slavs, heirs of Ancient Rus, baptized in Chersonesos by Prince 
Vladimir. ‘Great Russian, Little Russian, Belarussian — it’s all the same,’ 
emphasized the great Russian writer Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoevsky.. 
We may call it ‘fraternal peoples,’ ‘triune people,’ ‘East Slavic historical 
community’ but the essence will be the same.

To this, Russia responded with a preemptive strike. The independence 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics was recognized and a 
special operation began, the ultimate goal of which was the denazifica-
tion and demilitarization of Ukraine.”

https://web.archive.org/web/20231030111625/http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70170
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030111625/http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70170
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030111625/http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70170
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030111625/http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70170
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103812/https://t.me/medvedev_telegram/242
https://web.archive.org/web/20231030103812/https://t.me/medvedev_telegram/242
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Medinsky V.R. 
Torkunov A.V., History 
of Russia. 1945 – the 
beginning of the XXI 
century. Textbook. 
Grade 11. Basic level. - 
M., 2023 – 447 p.

p. 396

Several generations in Ukraine since the 1990s were brought up in hos-
tility to Russia, on neo-Nazi ideas. 

Here it is important for us to understand the following.

Ukrainian neo-Nazism is by no means a direct repetition of German 
National Socialism of the 1920s-1940s. This is largely a new phenom-
enon. This is malicious national, linguistic, cultural violence of the ag-
gressive minority over the majority. After all, until 2014, 80% of the 
population of Ukraine was people who considered the Russian lan-
guage, Russian culture native, and they were not afraid to declare it. All 
subsequent presidents of Ukraine were initially Russian-speaking and 
did not even speak Ukrainian before taking office. They learnt it ‘during 
the elections.’

But after the military coup in Kiev in 2014, Russian books, music, mov-
ies, and even cartoons were gradually banned.

The teaching of the Russian language in the Russian language, the use 
of the Russian language in any official institutions are prohibited. Rus-
sian culture is officially declared enemy culture, the culture of ‘coloniz-
ers’ and ‘occupiers.’

Sadly, the Ukrainian language itself was also subjected to violence: 
people who graduated from Ukrainian schools in Soviet times are con-
fused: they often find it difficult to understand the modern language. 
And the fact is that in modern Ukrainian education, immigrants from 
Western Ukraine rule, aggressively imposing their dialect, their per-
spective of the world, their version of ‘history.’

Millions of ordinary people were under pressure, they were forced to 
abandon their language and culture, their friends and relatives in Rus-
sia.
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p. 397-398

In the 19th century, in Austrian Galicia (the centre is the city of Lem-
berg-Lvov), at the suggestion and with the financing of the intelli-
gence of the Austrian General Staff, technologies were first tested to 
create a ‘Ukrainophile movement’ and as an idea — a kind of ‘anti-Mos-
cow Russia.’ The main goal was simple: to keep the Slavs in Austria, who 
historically and culturally tilted towards Russia, to prove to the Slavs 
who lived in the Austrian Empire (on the territory of modern Western 
Ukraine) that they were not Russians, but a separate people.

At that time, the ‘Ukrainian’ ‘yellow-blue’ flag was invented and intro-
duced for the ‘Slavic’ military units in the Austrian army.

In the ‘Austrian’ lands with a Russian-speaking population, for the first 
time, there were demands to eliminate the ‘Muscovites’ and the ‘Mus-
covite language’ from public life. The ‘scientific basis’ of Ukrainophil-
ism was created by Mikhail Grushevsky (professor at Lviv University 
in 1894—1914), the author of the multi-volume ‘History of Ukraine-Rus.’ 
In it, for the first time in the history of world science, the ‘separate 
Ukrainian people’ and the ‘ancient Ukrainian statehood’ were consid-
ered in isolation from Russia. There was also discord sowed among 
the Little Russians, subjects of the Russian Empire, anti-Moscow senti-
ments began to be sponsored.

Thus, in the 19th century, with the money of Austrian intelligence, a 
nationalist ‘Ukrainophile’ idea was born.

p.4066

Ukraine is an ultra-nationalist state. Today, any dissent in Ukraine is 
severely persecuted, the opposition is banned, everything connected 
to Russia is declared as hostile.

p.406-407

Ukrainian neo-Nazis do not hide whose heirs they consider themselves 
to be. One of the brigade of the AFU was given the name Edelweiss. This 
was the name of Hitler’s division, which was ‘famous’ for the extermina-
tion of Jews and punitive operations. The symbols of the SS divisions 
Das Reich, Totenkopf, Galicia are quite widespread in the army and the 
national guard of Ukraine while widely banned all over the world.

Today, again, as during the Nazi occupation, the slogans ‘(hang) a Mus-
covite on a tree branch’ and ‘Beat Russians’ are widespread in Ukraine. 
When liberating cities, our soldiers find evidence of mass crimes of 
Ukrainian nationalists who abuse civilians and torture prisoners of 
war.


